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ballot
a piece of paper 

listing the candidates 
in an election.  Voters 
put an X beside their 

choice.

Bloc Quebecois
a federal political 
party based in 

Quebec to protect 
Quebec’s interestsGilles Duceppe

Bloc Quebecois Party Leader

campaign
the race between 
candidates for an 
elected political 

office
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candidate
a person who is 

running in an election 
for a government 

position
Conservative Party of 

Canada

Stephen Harper
Conservative Party Leader

a federal political 
party, also known 

as the “Tories”

constituency
an area (also called a 

“riding”) that a Member of 
Parliament represents in 
the House of Commons 
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debate
a discussion 

between people 
with different 

views
democracy

a way of governing a 
country in which the 
people choose their 
leaders in elections

federal system
a type of 

government with 
different levels 
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Governor-General
the person who is 
appointed by the 
Queen of England

to be her representative in 
Canada

Green Party of Canada

Elizabeth May
Green Party Leader

a federal political 
party, concerned 

with the environment 
& social issues

House of Commons
the part of Parliament 

made up of elected 
“Members of Parliament” 
who debate and vote on 

important Canadian issues
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Independent
a politician that 

does not belong to 
a political party

issue
an important question 

or problem that is 
important to voters 

during an election 

Liberal Party of Canada

Justin Trudeau
Liberal Party Leader

a federal political 
party, concerned with 

national unity and 
individual freedom
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MP:  Member of Parliament
a person elected by 
voters in an area of 
Canada to represent 

that area in the House 
of Commons

New Democratic Party 
of Canada (NDP)
a federal political 

party concerned with 
human and civil rightsThomas Mulcair

NDP Leader

Official Opposition
the political party 

with the 2nd highest 
number of seats in 

an election
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Parliament
the elected federal 

government consisting of 
the Governor General, House 

of Commons, and Senate

party leader
the person 
elected by a 

political party to 
be its leader

political party
an organization of 

people who want to 
achieve common goals 
through political power
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platform
a statement 
of beliefs and 
promises of a 

group

Free Health Care
for Everyone

Stephen Lewis -
former leader 

of the NDP

someone who is 
active in government, 
usually as an elected 

official

politician

Prime Minister

Prime Minister
Stephen Harper

the head of the 
Canadian 

government
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